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Numbers and symbols are very playful ,  
and the Land of Numbers 
was a happy place!
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The green grass was perfect for 
running and jumping. 

The soft, rol l ing hi l ls were great for 
playing hide-and-seek. 

The numbers and symbols were al l  
great friends and enjoyed each other ’s 
company. 



The symbols were in charge of al l  the fun 
activit ies in The Land of Numbers.  

They kept everyone busy. 
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The symbol Plus and her best friend 
Minus were always surrounded by 
numbers.  

They loved to magical ly transform 
numbers by putting them together or 
taking them apart .  

They both had very important jobs 
and were very happy and proud.  



W e l c o m e  
f r i e n d s !

Plus was always sweet and kind. She 
brought numbers together to make them 
larger. 

She  cou ld  add  2  
5 ’s  to  make  a  10 .

5+5= 10

She  cou ld  add  a  3  
and  a  4  to  make  7 .

3+4=7



Go! Go! Go!

Run away!

Wait for 
me!

Yee haw!

Minus was always ful l  of energy!

Chasing numbers around al l  day was fun! 
He NEVER got t ired!

He  cou ld  s tart  
w i th  a  7 ,  chase  
away a  2 ,  and  
end  up  w i th  5 .

7 -2=5

He  cou ld  s tart  
w i th  a  10 ,  chase  
away a  3 ,  and  
end  up  w i th  7 .

10 -3=7



Greater Than and Less Than were twins.

They helped numbers show their values by 
showing who was greater or who was less.  

You’re greater!

They  l i ked  p lay ing  w i th  

seesaws  to  he l p  show the  

d ifference .  



You’re less!

The numbers loved this game! The twins 
were very happy and proud of their jobs.



?

The only symbol in the Land of Numbers 
who was NOT happy, was Equal .
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Even though the other symbols always 
included him in their number sentences 
and equations, he did not feel special .

Equal did not feel important.  

He simply did not understand his job!



5+4 = 9

He decided to ask the other symbols for 
help.

The first symbol he met was Plus.
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“Plus, what is my job? Am I important?”

“Your job is very important!” said Plus.

“When I put numbers together, it ’s your 
job to show the answer.”



10 -4 = 6

Equal thanked Plus, but he did not think 
that seemed l ike a very important job. 

He decided to ask Minus.
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“Minus,” said Equal,  “What is my job? 
am I important?”

“Oh, I think you ’re very important!”
said Minus. 

“When I take numbers away, it ’s your 
job to show the answer.”



Am I important?

Do you believe this guy?

I know! Right?

Equal thanked Minus, but he sti l l  did not feel 
that simply showing an answer was a very 
important job.

He found Greater Than and Less Than playing 
on their seesaws.
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Equa l shouted ,  “Excuse  me ,  but  I  need  your  he lp !  

I  know that  P lus puts  numbers  together .  

M inus takes  them apart .  

I  know that  Greater Than  shows  b igger  numbers .  

Less  Than  shows  numbers  that  are  sma l l er .  

But  what  i s  my job?  Am I  important?”

Greater Than  and  Less Than  looked  at  each  o ther  

and  began  to  laugh .  

“You ’re EQUAL, si l ly! You have the 
most important job of all!”



Equal was confused. “But, I sti l l  don ’t 
understand! What does that MEAN ? What 
is equal?” he asked.

Less Than  turned  to  Equa l and  sa id  k ind ly ,  “Us ing  a  

seesaw may he lp .  We  t ip  our  seesaws one  way or  the  

o ther  to  show how numbers  are  d ifferent .  Some  are  

larger ,  and  some  are  sma l l er . ”
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“Equal,  you must always try to keep 
your seesaw even by balancing numbers 
or equations that are the same value.”

O.K. I will try.

Practice, and you will see!



So, Equal found a 
seesaw and worked 
hard to keep it even. 
First,  he balanced one 
number on each side. 

Tha t  was  so easy !

9 = 9.



He wondered what would happen if he 
balanced equations on each side.

He tried 2 + 6 = 6 + 2. 
Hey !  

T h i s  i s  k i nd  of  fun !Bo t h  s i d e s  make  8 !
T hey ’re  equa l !



Equal practiced all 
night … I s  1 0 +  5 t h e  s a m e  a s  1 5 ?

Y E S !



… and all day!

He tried it with three numbers.

Yes! 

It was finally 
beginning to 
make sense! 

Bo th  s i d e s  make  5 !
T hey ’re  equa l !



Equal tried experimenting. He used a plus 
on one side and a minus on the other. 

Did 3 + 3 equal 10 - 4? 

He checked it out by solving both 
equations. Their answers were the same! 

They were EQUAL! 
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H m m m . . . t h e  a n s w e r  
o n  b o t h  s i d e s  i s  6 .  

I t  w o r k s !

Equal ’s job was to show numbers and 
equations that were the same value. 
The value on one side of him had to be the 
exact same value on the other side! 



Equal wanted to see what would happen if 
the values were NOT the same on both sides.

Did 3 + 3 equal 9 - 4? 

They were 
NOT EQUAL! 

H e y !  
T h i s  i s  n o t  
w o r k i n g !   

Oh  no o o o !

The seesaw tipped and …



Equal was getting very good at his job. He 
made up a game called “Missing Number.”

He would place numbers on both sides with 
one number missing. The numbers had to 
guess who was missing to make the equation 
equal.  

W h i c h  n u m b e r  w i l l  
m a k e  t h i s  s i d e  

e q u a l  t o  7 ?

Me! Me! Me!

Of  course ,  
t he  numbers  
loved  th i s !



Equal didn ’t need the seesaw anymore. He 
could pop himself into any equation or 
number sentence and know why he was 
there. 
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Equal finally understood his job, 
and

he knew he was just as important as 
al l  the other symbols.

He could finally say . . .
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The 
End


